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Mount Vernon Mayor Richard Thomas rejected
the final plea offer in his criminal case on Friday and
will go to trial in July.

“I have faith in the system your honor,” Thomas
told state Supreme Court Justice Barry Warhit. “I’m
proceeding to trial.”

The decision followed two hours of conferences
between the lawyers and Warhit. Thomas afterward
called it “one of the hardest decisions in my life” but
insisted he believed he had acted legally and ethical-
ly.

Thomas is accused of stealing $12,900 in cam-
paign funds and failing to report on his city ethics
forms his receipt of more than $75,000 from his in-
augural committee, campaign adviser Joseph Spiezio
and other individuals and companies.

Warhit scheduled jury selection for July 8. That is 

Mount Vernon
mayor heading
to trial after
rejecting offer
Thomas says he is putting his
faith in the judicial system

Jonathan Bandler
Rockland/Westchester Journal News
USA TODAY NETWORK

See THOMAS, Page 7A

PELHAM – For landlocked school districts in the
leafy communities of southern Westchester County,
where young families flock from New York City for
good schools, finding more space for students and
administrators can be a steep challenge.

So when a private house went on sale in the Pel-
ham school district, right behind Colonial Elemen-
tary School, a K-5 school tucked between homes, the
district quickly moved to make a bid.

“This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity,” said
Pelham Superintendent Cheryl Champ. “To our
knowledge, this home has not been on the market in
60 to 70 years and it is the one property that will com-
pletely square out the Colonial School property.”

This marks the second time in two years a school
district in this high-density suburban county will at-
tempt to buy a private home, a complicated process
that ultimately has to go to a public vote.

Pelham latest school
district to propose
buying private home

See PELHAM, Page 5A

Colleen Wilson
Rockland/Westchester Journal News
USA TODAY NETWORK

MAMARONECK

A100-unit luxury residential com-

plex near the village train station

has started welcoming its first res-

idents. ❚ The Mason M.V.S. com-

plex features 96 rental apartments, five of

which will be priced below market, as well as

four rental townhouses. The complex at 270

Waverly Ave. began leasing part of the units in

late February, while finishing up construction

of the rest. ❚ Fifteen units have already been

occupied, and nearly 40 more leasing applica-

tions have been submitted, according to Joel

Luxury complex 
is transit-oriented 

Hardeep Uppal, left, leasing manager, and Joel Halpern, development manager for Halpern Real Estate
Ventures, stand outside The Mason. A majority of current tenants are ages 30 and older, including
empty-nesters who recently sold their homes in the area to downsize, Halpern said.

Loft-style apartments with 
luxury amenities attract young
professionals and empty nesters,
emphasizing a green approach
Akiko Matsuda Rockland/Westchester Journal News
USA TODAY NETWORK

See MASON, Page 9A

PHOTOS BY SETH HARRISON/THE JOURNAL NEWS

The interior, above, and kitchen of a two-bedroom
apartment at The Mason. The complex features 96
rental apartments, five of which will be priced
below market, as well as four rental townhouses.

WHITE PLAINS – Paul Rosenfeld of Tappan was
sentenced to 16 months in prison Friday for building a
200-pound, high-powered bomb in his basement last
year with plans to become an Election Day suicide
bomber on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.

Rosenfeld, 57, could leave prison within five months
since he already has spent seven months in prison
since his arrest last October. He might only have to
serve five more before he’s eligible to be transferred to
a psychiatric facility for inpatient treatment, accord-
ing to the judge’s sentence.

“I will try to convince you that I am
not a threat,” Rosenfeld told U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Nelson Roman this
morning in a low hoarse voice. “I made
people I love suffer. I much rather have
the U.S. military torture me for a couple
of years than put my family through it
again.”

After his federal defender, Clay Kaminsky, whis-
pered to him, Rosenfeld continued: “I am deeply re-
morseful. I wish I hadn’t done this. My mental state
contributed to my actions. I’m horrified and ashamed
by my actions. ... My wife is going through hell.”

Tappan man sentenced in bomb plot 
Steve Lieberman
Rockland/Westchester Journal News
USA TODAY NETWORK

See BOMB, Page 5A

Rosenfeld
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Halpern, development manager of Hal-
pern Real Estate Ventures, the develop-
er along with Rosen Development
Group.

“The market reaction has been in-
credible,” Halpern said. “We are far ex-
ceeding our projections on absorption,
also on rent projections.”

A majority of the current tenants are
those people who are 30 and older, in-
cluding empty-nesters who recently
sold their homes in the area to down-
size, Halpern said.

“Mamaroneck is a very attractive
place to live,” he said. “We’re finding
that a majority of people are signing up
for two-year leases.” 

Along with his wife, Stan Rosen, 74,
has moved into the Mason’s one-bed-
room unit in late March to be closer to
their daughter and grandchildren in
Larchmont. 

“We have a home in Connecticut that
we’re renting. We’re kind of downsizing
now,” Rosen said. “We like the big win-
dows and floors and finishes.”

The amenities, including a fitness
center; indoor/outdoor deck featuring a
grilling area, a fire pit, and a kitchen;
and residents’ lounge with billiards and
private conference center are still under
construction and are expected to open
sometime in June. 

Halpern noted that the Mason’s envi-
ronmental-conscious aspects, such as
its walkability to the village downtown
and the train station, and its partner-
ship with Greenspot, an electric-vehicle
sharing service provider, have also been
appealing to prospective tenants. 

The market rents are subject to
change, but currently, they start from
$2,265 for studios, $2,710 for one-bed-
rooms, and $3,625 for two-bedrooms,
reflecting one-month free rent on a first
13-month lease. 

Gateway to the ‘Zone’

The complex is just outside of the vil-
lage’s proposed maker zone overlay dis-
trict, which aims to redevelop the vil-
lage’s industrial neighborhood by pro-
viding more zoning flexibility to allow
new uses such as retail and restaurants,
while preserving the existing industrial
uses. 

John Verni, the village’s Planning
Board chairman and co-chairman of the
Industrial Area Redevelopment Steer-

ing Committee, said if the maker zone is
realized, there would be a “synergy be-
tween the Mason and the maker zone.” 

“They are very supportive of what we
are doing,” Verni said of the developer.

Halpern said he wants the Mason
complex to become the “gateway” to the
new zone. 

“It’s going to be incredible for our ten-
ants and for the growth of the village,”

he said. “It’s going to help connect the
former industrial area and the down-
town.”

The overlay district is currently going
through a review process by the village. 

A trend known as transit oriented
development has been spreading in the
Lower Hudson Valley. Thousands of res-
idential units have been built or are cur-
rently under construction near com-
muter-rail stations in the region. 

Most recently, a 26-unit condomini-
um complex has been proposed for a
site near the Larchmont train station.
The development at 108-114 Chatsworth
Ave., to be known as Centro Larchmont,
would also include a 5,000-square-foot
retail space on the first floor. 

Twitter: @AskAkiko

Mason
Continued from Page 1A

An electric car charging station sits in the parking lot of the Mason. The Mason is a transit-oriented, luxury rental
development in Mamaroneck that is in the final stages of construction. PHOTOS BY SETH HARRISON/THE JOURNAL NEWS

The living room of a two-bedroom apartment is shown at the Mason.

“It’s going to be incredible for our
tenants and for the growth of the
village,” he said. “It’s going to help
connect the former industrial area and
the downtown.”

Joel Halpern
Development manager of Halpern Real Estate
Ventures


